
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The following information on vernal pools was 
excerpted, with permission from a 

publication entitled Wicked Big Puddles by Leo 
Kenney and the Vernal Pool Association  

for inclusion in the Connecticut Envirothon 
aquatics study materials. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Introduction 
This work is intended as a guide for high school students and teachers who wish to  

identify, study and certify vernal pools as a class, club, or individual activity. This book is an 
outgrowth of work which has gone on at Reading Memorial High School since the early 1980s.  
We intend this guide to be supplemental to "Certified", published by the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society.  
 

Vernal pool certification is a process which allows the average citizen with little 
specialized knowledge to "do something for the environment'. Vernal pools are found throughout 
the Commonwealth and with alarming rapidity are being destroyed in the name of progress for 
parking lots, roadways, shopping malls, residential development and agriculture. The Wetlands 
Protection Act recognizes vernal pools for possible protection if they have been certified by the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. Without certification or other credible evidence 
to the contrary, they are presumed not to exist.  
 

Not all habitat destruction is in the tropical rain forest, James Bay or the Pacific 
Northwest. Throughout the world habitat, destruction is affecting the survival of numerous 
species. Only recently have we recognized the value of -smaller habitats in the roles of preserving 
biological diversity. Vernal pools provide essential breeding habitat for a number of organisms 
and support an interesting food web involving organisms of various levels of complexity.  
 

A vernal pool which has been found and certified might be protected against future 
development. The organisms which utilize the pool (for breeding, for food, for water, for 
estivation and hibernation, etc.) will have a resource essential for their existence. Their habitat 
will be protected from encroachment. Through vernal pool certification, an individual can make a 
difference.  
 

Even without the certification process, the identification and study of vernal pools is 
important. If we are to make intelligent decisions regarding our use of the environment, we must 
be aware of those organisms which share it with us. Vernal pool identification can be part of a 
biological inventory indicating those organisms which exist in a locale at this time.  
This booklet is for those who wish to do their part to "think globally but act locally".  
 
Addendum to 2nd edition:  
We (the students and I) are pleased (and somewhat amazed) at the overwhelmingpositive 
response of teachers, conservationalists, students and the public to our effort to publicize 
and protect vernal pools. We wish to thank the various environmental groups, federal 
and state agencies, businesses and individuals which provided us with encouragement, 
information,funding and awards. In environmental work; If we all work locally, we have 
a worldwide effect.  
Leo Kenney, August 1995 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


