Watersheds Workshop – CT Envirothon Aquatics Workshop 
Sacred Heart University February 18, 2012

Watershed Public Resources
USGS Science in Your Watershed: www.water.usgs.gov/wsc/
USGS Drought Monitor: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
USEPA Surf Your Watershed: www.epa.gov/surf/
USEPA My Environment: http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment/
USEPA Drinking Water Source Information: http://www.epa.gov/safewater/dwinfo/index.html
CT Environmental Conditions Online (ECO): http://www.cteco.uconn.edu/ 
UCONN CLEAR Connecticut Changing Landscape: http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/landscape/ 
U.S. Drought Monitor - http://drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html 

Presentation: Watersheds Connecting Weather to the Environment 
(Available through the NEEF COMET Program)

1. What is a watershed?


2. What is Sacred Heart University’s watershed address?


3. Describe the hydrologic cycle.


4. Is the majority of the US population served by surface water or groundwater sources of drinking water? 


5. What is one of the most common sources of pollution to streams, rivers, and oceans?


6. Are there impairments to Fairfield’s surface water bodies, and what are they? How can these impairments be prevented?


7. How do impervious paved areas affect flooding?


8. Name one impact drought has on watershed systems.


9. What is one simple way you can protect your watershed?

Model Watershed:
(USEPA Build Your Own Watershed)
1. What are some possible sources of watershed pollution in your community?

2. What other impervious surfaces besides parking lots can cause excessive runoff in a watershed?

3. What can be done to reduce our impact on watersheds and the environment?




Get to Know YOUR Watershed:
Using the internet resources provided above:
a. What if your watershed address?



b. What is the source for drinking water in your community?



c. Are there impairments to your communities surface water bodies, and what are they? How can these impairments be prevented?



d. Develop a map of the area around your house/school and identify where runoff from the drive way/parking lot will end up. 

